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JohnTickle

Prepared to save a life, he's
now ready to train others.

n 2011, John Tickle

was playing in a North

Carolina golf tournament

' when he saw a man lying
on the ground at a nearby
green. Decades eardier, as
a young Scout, Tickle had
learned what was then called
“artificial respiration.” He
had recently taken an online
course to update his certifica-
tion in CPR and drove hus cart
over to see if he could help,

“There were 20 or 30
people standing around by
then, and nobody knew
CPR,” Tickle says. “So I
started giving him CPR.”

“I could see him mowng
his eyes a little,” he says.
“Through my training, I knew
if T was getting oxygen to his
brain, that could help” Tickle,
then 69, continued com-
pressions for an exhausting
halfhour before emergency
crews arrived and transported
the patient to a hospital.
There, the man eventually
made a complete recovery
from a major heart attack.

For his lifesaving inter-
vention, Tickle recetved the
Heroism Award from the
National Court of Honor of
the Boy Scouts of America in
2012. He received the award
in a ceremony at Camp Davy
Crockett, a Scouting facility
in Whitesburg, Tenn. The

man whose life he saved
presented the award. Tickle
says he still sees the man
occasionally. “Every time I
run mnto him, he hugs me,
his wife hugs me and hus son
hugs me,” Tickle says. “It was
a really rewarding experience
for both of us.”

Tickle, the chairman of
the Bristol, Va., Strongwell
Corp. — the world’s largest
producer of fiber-reinforced
plastics — credits his long-
ago Scout instruction with
providing him the skill to
save a life. “T feel my Scout
training really paid off)”
Tickle says.

Tickle was first exposed
to Scouting as a Cub Scout
and, after Webelos, became a
member of Bristol’s Troop 8.
The quality of the adult
Scouters made a strong
impression on him. “I had
great leaders,” he says. “My
Scout leader picked me up
and took me to meetings
and spent a lot of time with
us.” Tickle also appreciates
the way Scouting provided
opportunities for activities,
such as summer camp, that
helped occupy his attention
and provide rewards.

The young Scout
responded to his leaders’ inter-
estand the fun of Scouting by
diving mto the program with
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WHY WE GIVE

JOHN TICKLE SAYS the lifesaving tech-
nique he learned as a young Scout taking
an artificial respiration course was just
one of many worthwhile skills he acquired
frorn Scouting. The value of that early
training is something his wife, Ann, hears
about frequently. “My wife would always
ask me to do something, and then she'd
say, 'Where did you learn to do that? "
Tickle says. “I'd always say, I learned it in
the Boy Scouts.'”

Tickle retains his interest in supporting
Scouting, in large part, because he wants

Because Scouting stays with you.

today’s boys to have similar opportunities
to learn useful life skills, He is interested
in teaching youth the basic principles of
Scouting, in particular the Scout Law and
the Scout Oath.

“I try to fead my life by the Scout
Law,” Tickle says. “It's similar to the Ten
Commandments in the Bible. And | pride
myself in always trying to be prepared.
I'm trying to help the young, both young
men and women, to learn about integrity
and the other Scout laws and to be pre-
pared for life.”

The Tickles support a variety of local
and national causes, including education
and health, but youth-oriented mitiatives
are particularly prominent in their chari-
table interests. And there's no doubt that
Scouting is one of Tickle's special pas-
sions. “I think they have a wonderful
program and mission that I'm completely
sold on,” he says.

LEARN MORE about the BSA National
Foundation at bsafoundation.arg.




